HADLEIGH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1896 


Annual  Heport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition 
of  the  District,  during  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1896. 


Population  1881,  3237  ; 1891,  3229. 

Area  4288  acres.  Number  of  persons  per  acre,  is& 


BIRTHS.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  92  (51  boys  and  41  girls)  equivalent  to  a 
birth-rate  of  28.49  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  births  and  birth-rates  in  this  district  during  the  past  nine 

years  were  : — 

1888.  1889.  1890.  1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895.  1896. 

Births  104  102  116  96  96  105  103  97  92 

Birth-rate  32.1  31.5  35.8  29.7  29.7  32.5  30.2  30.04  28.49 

DEATHS.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  in  this  district  was  45  (26  males,  19  females) 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  13.9  per  thousand.  The  deaths  and  death-rates  during  the  past  nine  years  were  : — 
1888.  1889.  1890.  1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895.  1896. 

Deaths  49  47  56  47  66  65  50  61  45 

Death-rate  15.1  14.5  17.3  14.5  20.4  20.1  15.4  18.8  13.9 

Infantile  Mortality  during  1896  was  in  the  proportion  of  76  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  a 
thousand  births.  The  proportions  during  the  previous  eight  years  were: — 1895,  51.5  ; 1894,  77.6  ; 1893,  1 14.2  ; 
1892,  72.9  ; 1891,  93.7  ; 1890,  86.2  ; 1889,  98.03  ; 1888,  105.7 

The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  only  1 death  equal  to  .3  per  thousand.  The  Zymotic  deaths 
and  death-rates  during  the  past  seven  years  were  : — 

Zymotic  Erysipelas.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid  Fever.  Measles.  Whooping  Cough.  Small  Pox.  Scarlet  Fever.  Total  Death 
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Deaths  from  all  other 

causes  were 

44  in  number  < 

jqual  to  13.6 

per  thousand  of  the  1891  population.  The 

deaths  caused  by  the  principal  diseases  and  death-rates  during  the  past 

seven  years  were 

Deaths 

Consumption. 

Bronchitis. 

Heart 

Cancer. 

Other 

Total 
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The  death-rate  from  Consumption  during  1896  was 

1.86  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

THE  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

(NOTIFICATION)  ACT. 

The  total  number 

of  cases 

notified  in  the 

district  during  1896  was  15  or  4.6  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  act  has  been  compulsory 

in  this  district 

since  November,  1894. 

Cases 

Smallpox.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid 

Puerperal  Continued  Erysipelas. 

Total 

Per  thousand 

notified. 

Fever. 

Fever.  Fever. 

cases. 

population. 
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Scarlet  Fever.  Only  1 case  was  notified  during  the  year  as  against  10  last  year. 

Diphtheria.  Only  3 cases  were  notified,  1 at  Coram  Street,  1 in  Benton  Street,  and  1 in  High  Street.  In 
each  case  the  usual  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever.  . 1 case  only  occurred,  namely  a child  who  came  from  a house  in  London  where  other 
cases  had  recently  occurred. 

Erysipelas.  10  cases  were  notified.  These  cases  had  nothing  in  common. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  During  the  summer  the  iron  pipes  which  carried  the  public  water  supply  to  the  centre 
of  George  Street  became  blocked.  It  is  now  proposed  to  increase  the  size  of  the  tank  at  the  top  of  the  street,  and 
to  lay  glazed  pipes  of  a larger  size  down  the  street,  which  will  give  a good  supply  of  water  to  all  the  cottages.  In 
an  old  town  such  as  this,  swarming  with  uncemented  cesspools,  the  shallow  well  water,  such  as  most  of  the  houses 
possess,  is  frequently  becoming  contaminated.  I seldom  examine  any  water  from  these  wells  without  being  obliged  to 
condemn  it  on  account  of  the  amount  of  organic,  matter  contained  in  it.  This  must  before  long  raise  the  question  of 
a public  water  supply  for  the  main  streets  of  the  town. 

The  Slau6htkr-Bouses  and  Bake-Houses  have  been  inspected  as  usual. 

SANITARYr  INSPECTIONS  : — Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  Mr.  Francis,  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  served  41  notices  on  persons  during  the  year  to  abate  nuisances.  These  do  not  represent  all  the  nuisances 
abated  during  the  year,  as  Mr.  Francis  made  404  other  inspections,  and  where  nuisances  existed,  verbal  request 

without  formal  notice,  was  found  sufficient. 

HENRY  NEWMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


